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PAGE 01 WET I IN 01974 252344Z 
ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EUR-12 AID-05 CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-07 
FRB-01 INR-07 NSAE-00 USIA-15 TRSE-00 XMB-04 
OPIC-06 SP-02 LAB-04 EPG-02 SIL-01 OMB-01 STR-04 
/081 W 

260415Z 046392/15 

R 252208Z MAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3261 
INFO USMISSION EOCD PARIS 

UNCLAS WELLINGTON 1974 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, ECON, NZ 

SUBJECT: NOMINAL WEEKLY WAGE RATES INDEX INCREASES 

1 . ACCORDING TO THE LATEST RELEASE BY THE DEPARTMENT 

OF STATISTICS THE NOMINAL WEEKLY WAGERATES INDEX (SHOWING 
THE MOVEMENT IN ADULT MALE WAGE AND SALARY RATES FIXED BY OR 
WITHIN THE JURISDICTION OF THE INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION AND MINIMUM 
RATES FIXED BY OTHER AUTHORITIES) WAS 15.4 PERCENT HIGHER AT 
31 MARCH 1977 THAN IT WAS AT THE SAME TIME IN 1976. THE ACTUAL 
INDEX LEVEL WAS 1318MARCH31 1977 VS 1 142 AT MARCH 31 1976 
(BASE: DECEMBER 31 1974 EQUALS 1000). 

2. THE 15.4 PERCENT RISE IN THE NOMINAL WEEKLY WAGE RATES 
INDEX DURING THE LATEST MARCH YEAR COMPARES WITH 10.6 
PERCENT FOR THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 1976 AND 17.1 PERCENT FOR 
THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 1975. 

3. THE INDEX IS USED TO REFLECT CHANGES IN ORDINARY TIME 
WEEKLY WAGE RATES EITHER FIXED BY THE INDUSTRIAL 
COMMISSION OR CONFIRMED BY THE COMMISSION AFTER 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE PARTIES OR PRESCRIBED BY OTHER 
AUTHORITIES. 
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